Amendments to the Claims 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims 

1. (currently amended) A circuit breaker comprising: 

a fixed contact, 

a movable contact movably arranged to the fixed contact, 

an operation handle moving between an ON position and an OFF 
position for opening and closing the movable contact, 

a switching device including a switching lever connected to 
the operation handle and having a protrusion, a toggle linkage 
connected to the movable contact and having a link shaft, and upper 
and lower links connected by the link shaft, a tripping mechanism 
for activating the toggle linkage in response to an over-current, 
and an operation spring disposed between the switching lever and 
the toggle linkage, 

an over-current tripping device connected to the switching 
device for performing a tripping operation in response to the over- 
current, and 

a locking member attached to the switching device for 
interconnecting the toggle linkage and the switching lever to 
restrict a movement range of the switching lever according to a 
position of the toggle linkage so that when the movable contact is 
stuck to the fixed contact, the locking member prevents the handle 
from moving to the OFF position by restraining a movement of the 
switching lever , said locking member being formed in a plate shape 
including an irregularly shaped slit fitted in the protrusion of 
the switching lever for restricting the movement range of the 
switching lever, and a stopper arm disposed adjacent to the link 
shaft of the toggle linkage, said locking member having a rear end 
pivotally supported on the switching device . 

2. (canceled) 
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3. (currently amended) A circuit breaker according to claim 2- 1, 
wherein said slit has a curved portion and a linear portion 
extending from the curved portion. 
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